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five children. You do

in the States, howe vou work and the
resulis you produce matter. Ultimarely
Tesults speik.

Did you face prejudice in the West
because you were from the Middle !
Enst?

Again, | was surprised, It ks extremely
difficult i be accepted inoo Iohns
Hopkinz, It i one of the best hosplials in
medicine in the Sae. To accept o fne
rigner like me s almost zeeo per cent, 5o
[ have to be very thankiul 1o them

1 e 1y sy ome thing for the
American systeni. They ane very Fair, If
}uu 'A'\ol'}: himred mmel pProve }'l.‘lu:'&l[‘l‘.". I!|'|r:|-'
willl gives vou & chance.

What about patients? Did they readi-
ly accept you? 5

1 mover hind a prodsbent. | worked in pri
vate practice for theee years, and Twas in

her. And it saves her

; toll me,

i surgery is under the seanner becaase it

Khalés] Times, Juna 1« Jung T, 2007

“| want to say something for cosmetic surgery. To me it is
very diverse. You could huve a woman, for example, with
o a tummy tuck for her and transform

i

marriage sometime

the trauma contre. [ never had a patient
[ don't want vou to operiie an
me.”

It all deprends upon how you present
sursall. Patlents can sense hesilation.
hey can nlso sense confidence. 1 think
this is true for any feld. Your conficence

P will be ransmited to vour patients,

Espocinlly with the media now, plastic

has bocome papular. The reality of It s,
anything in medicine has complications.
I you ane very honest with your patients
and spend maore time with them and
capiain the positlve a2 well as the nega-
tive aspects, they will acceps you, §
belleve in staying connected with my
ienis.

Prejudice need not alwiys be overt.
It can be subtle. Have you ever
sensed i3
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Lrain rrysell [ abways knew thatl il 1 ever
needed anyvthing. | could always pick up
the phane and call home

You just kearn o be independent amd
cope. When 1 first ardved In Baldmore,
ey shomesd us nround the emengency
oo, | found out that all the windows
vwere balletprond heeae of the violener
arorund,

Almost all my patients cane bocalise
ol gumshot wounds at the rauma cente,
[ ki that this was something 1 would
harve 1o meljuase be

b e, 1 weent oo Jolins Hopkins with
the idea of doing a one-year position. Bue
whemn Dwent there | realised [ ooukl leam
o lot. 5o 1warked really hard and applied
for the four-year programme, And my
lamily en

ragesd me,

What about support from the com-
munlty to pursue this unusual
career?

Tl ey feels very proud ol
ne. Dubal 1s just emerging, and Emaratis |
are just beginning o make a mark and

woddactons inormy Diebd, so
the commumity Is cven more proud of
wone, Do oo, Fecmoiier coneryaiibve, has
cver told me should sit at home,

e are s e
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JUST WHALT THE DOCTOR ORDERED: Br Al-Shunimas with
s molhar
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O thing abaut Dubai is that com
pared to the West, It may be conservalive,
baat it is modt juddgemental. Yoo are alleaed
1o o wihan you wan o,

Why did you decide to come back?
Dwanted to e with oy lamily
hiame

And s

Do vou miss the US and the free-
domf

Yz aned i | Spent my' :L'I.l.u.ul. In e LIS,
1 miss my colleagues ond the work envi-
mnmEir, [ beal e here oo Al i0% iboe

oo be hack home

What about culture shock and
reverse oul ture shock?

Yems, 1 il excperience cultune shock
when | weni vo the States. You canmy a set
ol wanlues wilh ] Baak 1 R=rmd oo e
cormlortable bn the West, Onoee vou go
through culture shack. vou kean 10 be

i cormlortable amvwhere Yoo begin ta

kdentfy how o adapt.

And whon | came back, | had to adapt
Bk vy Mhuis Dilee Thiere was u bhig difler
ence beoworn the UAE | had ety and the

1o 1 ozannse Dack o The ehanges are bodh

positlve and negative. The skvline s

Tniversity Hospital in
Washinguon DO, whene she wis
clected to tha Alpha Omoga
Alphia national medical Do
aociety. She then completed her
st sumgery draining ar the
Nodinis Hopkins Hospioal She wenl
on to wark for three years in York,
Pennsylvania, ax Consultani
Ilastic Surgeon in private prac-
fiee, alun eovering o major truma
centre for its reconatnuctive
needs,

doesn't want me waperate on them, it
i their choice.

me From other doctors as well

| We are a very big Ganily full of doctors,
| We are very eduration-ofented, [ left the
| country wien | was 17, I0 was very, very

| i~.l|u~.:|,'-|'.i..|||l|r-i.-

How do yvou feel when vou see expa-
| trimtes dominutlnf. lhr :-tcnr.-?

| late that experience
1 in the States.
i and | was glven
| ey plse

".5:. ||J|:}:.-u-i\!'.-. B Vo A b= vl

Afver gmduu]:l.ng from medical ' ued on the basks of your work ethics
collage with honours from the i your cducational backy d and hon
ﬂu!.-a] L'ul]r.-dr u[ HutHnlll.\ i liard mysd sispcered u Wk
Drablin, Tredand in 19591, Dr Al Haoving sakd tha., | have miboed feclings
Shunnar recelved her lve years ol | whesn any culiuee & antage «f
peneral wingery tralnlng at dse | l.qu:I.,m tr thee skt of el neCessuri-
prestiginus Johns Hoplans i by working as hand as they becan
University Hospital i Balionoee by can get away with Thuis applie= 113
and George Washington i natknals wa

I meni. That's when | see a prob

It is Nkoe budlding a howse You ol
connect with one contractor instead of
another, You might connece hetter with
someons from yoar sen country, for
cxnmple,

1 dont fieed insecure. IFa patient wants
1020 10 somenne e, | have no prob
bems with that hecause it is also soeme-
thing to do with chemisire I someone

Oftentimaes. T havs patbents coming n

What kind of support have you
received from your family?
My famlly has Baen very supportive,

diffieult. Ko one ever made me leel gullty
Fior balng on my oem or taking so long to

i changed and things am moee exciting,
Hl.l.ilLi'.Ig‘-.'.".z"ll."l.

sy parlier,

L&

Farmilics mer i i DWW SV YOI

m livess,

Do you feel bad that the UAE nation-
alsare Ina minority in your country,
cspecially in :h:- work place?

Yeue saere, thas will take tiemie. This is
sl v Dives P

= 0wl ||u, tne for
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AT e
is the fruit of the pe
it el s et
Fresident and Prim

1 Riibesr oo Diikaiia

Moharnamed bin Rashid A
danghter. $he has won a
arts. T
dren to succeed. bu
natinn, Wi hay

1% il ey

sk ory

Whal meoge can

we

How I8 It to work with z-:qutri 1es?

Uy wesisd oo b 1 Bved B thee States for
i years 5o | ased 1o works (
elgeens In et you shoulkd o

it 15 Mice to work wit
I think hamnding i

1y :.|-_\,-|_'--|.:_.!:. i
Yisar coual sl je
Trirndly, ard as e who has a chip

on thetr shoulder

[ have ey feelemgs

I
| was

If |1-|'r'|p-lu' e haredd s
il | dont have & peolsens with thul.
Pt if they ane hired becase th

elong
e iy prariiculas e i B
But this happe panculrusal sl
ty. Pveryhody will anly o hiee the f
1 regunbess of meril. This encourages a1
¢t Clanndsh attoude — & mafls-Mke enviton

I What is your advice to Emaratl
i woment

Wik hard and follow vour drcams, [t's

i vours i you want LD



